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Finding Your NeighborhoodFinding Your Neighborhood
Covenants and RestrictionsCovenants and Restrictions



Why Do I Need to Understand My Covenants?Why Do I Need to Understand My Covenants?

•• Designed to preserve an areaDesigned to preserve an area’’s safety, s safety, 
appearance, quality of life and property appearance, quality of life and property 
value. value. 

•• Govern such issues as decks, fences, Govern such issues as decks, fences, 
swing sets, swimming pools, association swing sets, swimming pools, association 
dues, signage and activities.dues, signage and activities.

•• Perhaps the single largest source of conflict between neighborsPerhaps the single largest source of conflict between neighbors and and 
homeownershomeowners’’ associations.associations.

•• A contractual agreement between you and your association. A contractual agreement between you and your association. 

•• Enforced by civil courts.Enforced by civil courts.



•• Owners lose track of their Owners lose track of their 
covenants or never got them. covenants or never got them. 

•• Sellers donSellers don’’t always provide t always provide 
buyers with a copy.buyers with a copy.

•• NO legal requirement for the NO legal requirement for the 
seller to provide buyer a copy seller to provide buyer a copy 
of covenants.of covenants.

•• Seller must inform a buyer about Seller must inform a buyer about 
the existence of restrictive the existence of restrictive 
covenants.covenants.

Why Covenants Are A Mystery to Most:Why Covenants Are A Mystery to Most:



•• Requirement to provide Requirement to provide 
association documents IS part association documents IS part 
of the Indiana Association of of the Indiana Association of 
REALTORSREALTORS®® standard standard 
purchase agreement.purchase agreement.

Why Covenants Are A Mystery to Most:Why Covenants Are A Mystery to Most:



•• Single location where Single location where 
information about real estate can information about real estate can 
be filed and searched by be filed and searched by 
interested parties.interested parties.

•• Provides a means of public Provides a means of public 
notice for those establishing a notice for those establishing a 
claim on real estate.claim on real estate.

•• First records date back to 1817. First records date back to 1817. 

Where Can I Find My Restrictive Covenants?Where Can I Find My Restrictive Covenants?

•• The Allen County RecorderThe Allen County Recorder’’s Offices Office



How Do You Find Your Covenants?How Do You Find Your Covenants?

•• Several types of documents may Several types of documents may 
contain covenants.contain covenants.

•• HandHand--written, handwritten, hand--drawn plats. drawn plats. 

•• Some date from the early 1900s; Some date from the early 1900s; 
contain obsolete provisions.contain obsolete provisions.

•• Standalone restrictive covenant Standalone restrictive covenant 
documents.documents.

•• Modern subdivision plat records Modern subdivision plat records 
with covenants attached.with covenants attached.



Searching For Your Covenants:Searching For Your Covenants:

•• County RecorderCounty Recorder’’s Office is the s Office is the 
only complete database of only complete database of 
neighborhood covenants. neighborhood covenants. 

•• Covenants and amendments Covenants and amendments 
must be recorded in order to be must be recorded in order to be 
enforceable.enforceable.

•• Electronically available and Electronically available and 
searchable in the County searchable in the County 
RecorderRecorder’’s Office.s Office.

•• Over 8,000 documents in all.Over 8,000 documents in all.



Searching For Your Covenants:Searching For Your Covenants:

•• Available online via our Available online via our 
Neighborhood Resource Center:Neighborhood Resource Center:

•• Downloadable as PDFs.Downloadable as PDFs.

•• Search for covenants by Search for covenants by 
subdivision name.subdivision name.

•• Subdivision maps, association Subdivision maps, association 
contact information and more.contact information and more.

•• Service is free.Service is free.

www.allencountyrecorder.us/neighborhoodswww.allencountyrecorder.us/neighborhoods



Contact The County RecorderContact The County Recorder’’s Office:s Office:

•• Open:Open:
8 a.m.8 a.m.--5 p.m. Monday5 p.m. Monday--Friday Friday 

•• Edwin J. Rousseau Centre:Edwin J. Rousseau Centre:
Room 100Room 100

•• Phone:  Phone:  
(260) 449(260) 449--71657165

•• EE--Mail:  Mail:  
recorder@allencounty.usrecorder@allencounty.us

•• On the Web:On the Web:
www.allencountyrecorder.uswww.allencountyrecorder.us


